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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT CALDERA ON RELATIONS WITH CUBA 
REF: CARACAS 4663 

1. AT MAY 31 PRESS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT CALDERA GAVE FURTHER 
SIGNALS THAT HIS ADMINISTRATION IS MOVING TOWARD ESTABLISHING 
RELATIONS WITH CUBA. 

2. ASKED HOW HIJACKING AGREEMENT WITH CUBA WILL BE REACHED, 

AND WHETHER CUBA/ VENEZUELA TALKS RELATED THERETO CAN BE CONSIDERED 
PREAMBLE TO ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, PRESIDENT INDI- 
CATED THAT NEGOTIATIONS WOULD TAKE PLACE AT UN BETWEEN AMBASSADORS 
OF BOTH COUNTRIES TO THAT BODY, AND ADDED THAT FACT OF NEGOTIATIONS 
ON HIJACKING IN AND OF ITSELF DOES NOT IMPLY DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
WILL FOLLOW. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT " UNDOUBTEDLY, ALL THAT HAS 
OCCURRED- THE COMMINUQUE AND THIS AGREEMENT- IS A SIGN OF DRAWING 
CLOSER TOGETHER, OF GOOD WILL, AND THE DISTENTION OF THE EXISTING 
SITUATIONS WHICH HAS BEEN MADE PATENT BY A SERIES OF PREVIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES." 

3. ASKED WHETHER REESTABLISHMENT OF ARGENTINE/ CUBAN RELATIONS INDI- 
CATES NEW ORGANIZATION MIGHT REPLACE OAS, PRESIDENT REPLIED THAT 

" THE REESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND CUBA IS A 
FACT WHICH MUST BE LOOKED AT WITH ATTENTION." PRESIDENT WENT ON 
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TO NAME OTHER OAS MEMEBERS HAVING RELATIONS WITH CUBA, AND OBSERVED 
THAT CUBA HAS NO DESIRE TO RE- ENTER OAS, BUT IS INTERESTED IN BI 
LATERAL RELATIONS WITH AT LEAST MAJORITY OF LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. 
HE SAID THAT THIS DOES NOT MEAN DISAPPEARANCE OR SUBSTITUTION OF 
OAS, BUT THAT " IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE PRESTIGE OF THE INTER- 
AMERICAN JURIDICAL SYSTEM, IT IS GOING TO HAVE TO MAKE A DECISION 
WHICH CONCILIATES THIS ATTITUDE OF THE COUNTRIES WHICH WANT TO 
ESTABLISH BILATERAL RELATIONS ( WITH CUBA) WITH THE INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISM WHICH THE OAS REPRESENTS." 

4. PRESIDENT' S RESPONSE TO QUESTION RE BREZHNEV VISIT TO US 
COULD ALSO BE INTERPRETED AS INDICATIVE OF HIS THINKING WITH REGARD 
TO RELATIONS WITH CUBA. PRESIDENT SAID THAT VISIT INDICATES THAT 
" THE ERA O THE COLD WAR IS APPARENTLY BEING OVERCOME, THAT THE 
GREAT POWERS, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE DIFFERENT POLITICAL, IDEOLOGICAL, 
AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS, RECOGNIZE THAT THEY ARE PART OF HUMANITY AND 
THAT THE WORD IS SMALLER AND SMALLER AND MORE AND MORE INTER- 
DEPENDENT..." 
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